Contents

Foreword ix
Introduction xvi

SOFIA SAMATAR. Meet Me in Iram 1
FROM Meet Me in Iram/Those Are Pearls

KELLY LINK. The Game of Smash and Recovery 10

FROM Strange Horizons

ADAM JOHNSON. Inleresting Facts 25
FROM Harper’s Magazine

CATHERYNNE M. VALENTE. Planet Lion 46

FROM Uncanny Magazine

KIJ JOHNSON. The Apartment Dweller’s Bestiary 63

FROM Clarkesworld Magazine

S. L. HUANG. By Degrees and Dilatory Time 75

FROM Strange Horizons

L1Z ZIEMSKA. The Mushroom Queen 87

FROM Tin House

DEXTER PALMER. The Daydreamer by Proxy 101
FROM The Bestiary

RACHEL SWIRSKY. Tea Time 107
FROM Lightspeed Magazine



viii Contents

JULIAN MORTIMER SMITH. Headshot 122

FROM Terraform

SALMAN RUSHDIE. The Duniazat 127
FROM The New Yorker

NICK WOLVEN. No Placeholder for You, My Love 137

FROM Asimov’s Science Fiction

MARIA DAHVANA HEADLEY. The Thirleen Mercies 158

FROM The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction

DALE BAILEY. Lightning Jack’s Last Ride 174
FROM The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction

WILL KAUFMAN. Things You Can Buy for a Penny 196
FROM Lightspeed Magazine

CHARLIE JANE ANDERS. Rat Catcher’s Yellows 207

FROM Press Start to Play

SAM J. MILLER. The Heat of Us: Notes Toward an Oral History 219

FROM Uncanny Magazine

SETH DICKINSON. Three Bodies at Mitanni 294

FROM Analog Science Fiction and Fact

VANDANA SINGH. Ambiguity Machines: An Examination 254

FROM Tor.com

TED CHIANG. The Great Silence 273

FROM e-flux journal
Contributors’ Notes 279

Notable Science Fiction and Fantasy Stories of 2015 291



